
COCHIN

restaurant guide 



Tangy Cochin
A strip of land between the Arabian Sea and the Western Ghats, Kerala has a history panning generations. Boasting an 

abundance of spices in this region, the west came calling, putting Kerala on the world map as an important trading 

harbour. With this came the various western influences that can be tasted in the delectable dishes. Be it the Sadya - a 

traditional vegertarian meal served on a banana leaf that exemplifies the Hindu style of cooking; or the rich and creamy 

lamb stew which draws influences from the Syrian Christian practices of food making; or the tasty and light biryani 

cooked in the typical Malabari Muslim ways, Kerala beckons those with a zest for assortment in their meal which is 

dripping in flavours, spices and history.  



LOCAL HAUNTS



Where:       
Phone: 0484 280 1778
Website:         

 AS Tower, NH17 Service Road, Near Al-Ameen Public School, Edappally, Ernakulam

Not available

PAI DOSA

A local self-service joint, Pai dosas is the perfect place to get introduced to a variety of Dosas 
(pancake made from fermented batter). With a list of nearly 200 dosas to choose from with 
fresh mouthwatering sides, it is truly a haven for those looking to gorge on what can be 
called a favorite meal in the south Indian region.  Depending on one's choice, they offer 
Dosas with various stuffings, veg and non-veg, ranging from cheese, eggs, quail eggs and 
duck. It is located on a pocket road in MG road, a small restaurant with usual ordinary 
chairs and wash rooms. For those looking for a midnight snack, this is the place to head to. 

Cuisine: South Indian

Average Cost for 2: INR 400

Alcohol: No

Credit cards: No

When: Monday to Sunday 
 0900 to 2300 hours &

0000 to 0100 hours



Where: Durbar Hall Road, Near Ernakulam Temple, Pallimukku, Kochi
Phone: 0484 2354321
Website: Not available

KAYEES RAHMATHULLA HOTEL 

If one had to ask for the perfect Biryani (an Indian dish made with highly seasoned rice and 
meat) place in Cochin, to everyone it would be Kayees. A small local joint with not much of 
an ambience to speak of, the place is packed at lunch time for the delicious Mutton Biryani, 
which is the most sought after.  One can also try the other variations of Biryani and will 
surely not be disappointed. The sides provided along with the Biryani - Pappadom, pickle 
and dates make for an unusual yet lip smacking meal. It is very reasonably priced and a must 
visit for those who are open to trying the local cuisine with no inhibitions.    

Cuisine: Biryani & South Indian

Average Cost for 2: INR 400

Alcohol: No

Credit cards: No

When: Monday to Sunday 
 1100 to 2200 hours 



Where: 1/293 Lilly Street, Fort Kochi, Kochi
Phone: +91 9746459244
Website: Not available

DAL ROTI

The moment one steps into this restaurant, the feel of homeliness is fortified by the smiling 
faces of Ramesh and Kalpana. With an expansive North Indian menu, which even sports its 
own glossary helps you dive into the delicious range of vegetarian, eggetarian and non-
vegetarian options. The Kati rolls, which take inspiration from the street food in Kolkata, is 
the best seller at this joint. Serving a purely North Indian fare, Dal Roti, is the restaurant one 
must visit to take a break from the authentic Keralan cuisine. Ask your hosts to help you with 
the right choice of dish and don't forget to try the desserts when here. 

Cuisine: North Indian

Average Cost for 2: INR 700

Alcohol: No

Credit cards: No

When: Monday to Sunday 
1200 to 1515 hours  &
1830 to 2200 hours 
Closed on Tuesday



Where: NH 47, Edapally Bypass, Edappally, Kochi  
Phone: +91 8943342494
Website: www.dheputtu.com

DHE PUTTU

Keralan puttus (steamed rice flour cylinders layered in Coconut) are the star at this lively 
and relaxed dining room. A typical Keralan dish that is served in a myriad of flavors along 
with a variety of curries is the best way to experience one of the many gastronomic treats of 
Kerala.  The restaurant has a very earthy feel to it and the tasteful décor is a perfect addition 
to give it the typical traditional Keralan feel.  The service is top notch and what's more is that 
it is a celeb owned restaurant, so you can expect a truly starry experience.

Cuisine: Keralan

Average Cost for 2: INR 700

Alcohol: No

Credit cards: Yes

When: Monday to Sunday
 1200 to 1630 hours & 

 1730 to 2330 hours



CASUAL DINING



Where: Burgher Street, Fort Kochi, Kochi
Phone:  0484 2215769
Website: www.kashiartgallery.com

KASHI ART CAFÉ

Established in 1997, Kashi art café is a Dutch home converted to part Art Gallery and part 
café concept,   an airy space for a tête-à-tête or a hangout with a gang of friends. The café is 
filled with natural light and is bursting with interesting art. Having been around for about 12 
years, it has gained its popularity amongst the locals and Tourists alike. Amongst home-
made cakes and pies, they serve healthy and organic food with the French toast being a big 
hit. Be sure to try the coconut milk cold coffee and the pineapple mint smoothie which are 
exceptionally refreshing. The toasted granola jar and the omelettes come highly 
recommended too. You can pick this place for some great art, great food and great people 
watching.

Cuisine: European 

Average Cost for 2: INR 700

Alcohol: No

Credit cards: No

When: Monday to Sunday 
0830 to 2200 hours 



Where: 2/6A, Calvathy Road, Fort Kochi, Kochi 
Phone: 0484 3306337
Website:  www.hotelforthouse.com/site/restaurant.php

FORT HOUSE RESTAURANT

A garden theme waterfront restaurant is what the Fort house restaurant has to offer to all 
those looking for a relaxing meal time. Known for their Kerala Latin Christian cuisine they 
also offer a variety of dishes for vegans and a European fare as well. The view of the sea, 
fishermen going about their business and a one off Cruise passing through are the views 
from this restaurant set along the coast. With its quaint ambience, soothing sounds of the 
water lapping the shore and the faint hum drum in the garden, this is the restaurant to come 
to for a lavish meal.  

Cuisine: Chinese, Charcoal 
Grill, Seafood & Keralan

Average Cost for 2: INR 1200

Alcohol: No

Credit cards: Yes

When: Monday to Sunday 
0730 to 2230 hours



Where: Corner of KB Jacob Road & Bastian Street, Opposite Santa Cruz Basilica, 
Fort Kochi, Kochi
Phone: + 91 9745682608
Website: Not available

UPSTAIRS 

A cozy little place with minimal décor, Upstairs is the go to place for those craving some hot 
Italian Pizzas and Pasta when in Kochi. As the name suggests, the restaurant is a space on 
the 1st floor with tiny windows giving it a homely feel. The ambience is a little bare but the 
live music more than makes up for the setting. Though the service can be a little slow, the 
food served is fresh and well worth the wait. The host is super friendly and if one requests for 
suggestions, sometimes the chef himself calls on the table to help one out. All in all a no fuss 
and easy dining experience.  

Cuisine:  Italian & European

Average Cost for 2: INR 1400

Alcohol: No

Credit cards: No

When: Monday to Sunday 
1000  to 2230 hours



Where: Corner of KB Jacob Road & Bastian Street, Opposite Santa Cruz Basilica,
Fort Kochi, Kochi
Phone: +91 90486 66922
Website: Not available

THE DRAWING ROOM
 
A chic uptown restaurant, The Drawing room, is a dining experience that can leave one 
longing for more. With large windows  facing out to the water, bohemian décor and black 
and white frescoes, the elegant restaurant has a class that can be felt within minutes of 
entering. The food is nothing short of stunning and delicious, the sea food grabbing the 
attention it deserves. Interestingly, not all the flavorful food comes out of a cook book, some 
have been contributed by the founders’ family and friends who also chip in sometimes and 
bake desserts.  The drawing room is not just any restaurant, with its setting, location and 
charm, it is THE restaurant to head to for some truly amazing memories. If lucky you can 
end up on the days when there is live music playing in the background making it all the more 
worthwhile.

Cuisine: Multicuisine

Average Cost for 2: INR 1600

Alcohol: No

Credit cards: Yes

When: Monday to Sunday 
1200 to 2200 hours



FINE DINE



Where: Vivanta by Taj - Malabar, Willingdon Island, Kochi
Phone: 0484 6643000
Website: www.vivanta.tajhotels.com/en-in/malabar-cochin/restaurants/the-rice-boat-
restaurant/

THE RICE BOAT AT VIVANTA BY TAJ - MALABAR

The Rice Boat is an experiential dining which must not be missed when in Cochin. Decorated 
and beautifully done up to replicate the experience of being on a houseboat in the 
backwaters, the restaurant extends into the sea with a fantastic view of the heritage area of 
Mattancherry. With a live counter providing an opportunity to converse with the chef, one 
can modify the preparation as per their tastes. The best part being, the catch is super fresh 
and the variety is mindboggling, leaving much to the imagination of a foodie.  Every bite is 
soaked in flavours that can send one in a tizzy. They have been true to their catch phrase 
“What you see is what you get. Sea Food so fresh.”.

Cuisine: Sea Food & Keralan

Average Cost for 2: INR 4000

Alcohol: Yes

Credit cards: Yes

When: Monday to Sunday
 1200 to 1445 hours & 

1930 to 2300 hours



Where: Crowne Plaza Kochi, Kundanoor Junction, Maradu, Marad, Kochi
Phone:  0484 2865000
Website:  www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/kochi/cokch/hoteldetail/dining

TRILOGI AT THE CROWNE PLAZA

Get your taste buds tingling at Trilogi that proudly serves the finest of the traditional Keralan 
food. With the dishes being a mix of the regional cuisines from Kerala, the influences of the 
flavours from Malabar, Travancore and Kochi are very beautifully brought together in their 
not-very-extensive yet tasteful menu. Also what is highly appreciated at trilogi is the sense of 
warmth and hospitality that comes with the lovingly made food, a strong representation of 
the values Kerala is known for. With its sleek interior settings, neatly and thoughtfully 
spread out, dining at the Trilogi is a treat for all the senses.

Cuisine:  Keralan

Average Cost for 2: INR 2000

Alcohol: Wine and Beer

Credit cards: Yes

When:  Monday to Sunday 
 1900 to 2300 hours



Where:  V/ 40, Bazar Road, Mattancherry, Kochi, Kerala
Phone: +91 8111884662
Website:  www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/kochi/cokch/hoteldetail/dining

51 AT XANADRI HARBOUR

51 at Xandari Harbour is a restaurant offering splendid views of the Harbour and soul food. 
The dishes is a fusion of the keralan cuisine and the mediterranean influence that was 
brought to this land through the flourishing trade in the days gone past. The restaurant has 
indoor as well as outdoor seating and both are equally appealing, though the inside retains 
an old world charm blending in with the modern furnishings.  The views of the setting sun 
against the harbour is as mesmerizing as it can get for the romantic couples, add that with 
the possibility of taking a dip in the infinity pool before heading for a lip smacking dinner.

Cuisine: Continental, European 
& Mediterranean

Average Cost for 2: INR 2000

Alcohol: No

Credit cards: Yes

When:  Monday to Sunday 
 0700 to 2230 hours  



LOUNGE BARS
st

1  of every month is a dry day in Kerala



Where: Vivanta by Taj - Malabar, Willingdon Island, Kochi
Phone: 0484 6643000
Website: www.vivanta.tajhotels.com/en-in/malabar-cochin/restaurants/mattancherry-bar-
restaurant/

MATTANCHERRY BAR AT VIVANTA BY TAJ- 
MALABAR

Located right at the entrance of the Hotel overlooking the Cochin Harbour just across Fort 
Kochi, The Mattacherry Bar has an English pub feel to it albeit with class and elegance. The 
comfortable couches and chairs beckons one to quietly enjoy the ambience while sipping on 
the detox series, cocktails that are a must try as they have the most unimaginable Indian 
influences to get you in high spirits. They have the usual hard stuff and serve varieties of 
coffees and teas along with some delectable snacks. A pianist sets the mood for what one 
may call the finest evening of merriment by playing everything old school.   

Cuisine: Finger food

Average Cost for 2: INR 4000 
(with alcohol)

Alcohol: Yes

Credit cards: Yes

When: Monday to Sunday 
1100 to 2300 hours



Where: Hotel Seagull, Calvathy Road, Fort Kochi, Kochi
Phone: 0484 2218128
Website: Not available

SEAGULL RESTAURANT

Seagull Restaurant is somewhat of an iconic place in Kochi. Famous for its very unique 
setting facing the sea, it is the ambience that is the high point of this restaurant. With the 
seating area jutting out into the open sea serving delicious sea food with the Keralan 
influence, it is a treat for the senses. One can reach this place by taking a ferry from the Jetty 
near Marine drive to Fort Kochi and walk up to the restaurant. Serving wine and beers to go 
with the food, it is a perfect place to kick back and soak in the laid back vibes of Fort Kochi. 

Cuisine: Keralan & Sea food
Average Cost for 2: INR 900

Alcohol: Beer

Credit cards: Yes

When: Monday to Sunday 
      1000 to 2230 hours
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